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Is it by FAITH or by the LAW?
This question is not pitting one against the other.
This question is not elevating a thought over another thought.
We are asking this question in order that we have a proper perspective of justification, salvation, and
sanctification, as well as, a proper understanding of the ethical/judicial principles of the Law.

1. How did you RECEIVE the HOLY SPIRIT?
 GALATIANS 3:1-2 (ESV)
2
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me
ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith?


ROMANS 3:9-12 (ESV)

9

What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under
10
sin, as it is written:
11

“None is righteous, no, not one;
no one understands; no one seeks for God.
they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”


12

All have turned aside; together

EPHESIANS 2:8-9 (ESV)

8

9

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that
no one may boast.


JOHN 15:26-27 (ESV)

26

“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will
27
bear witness about me. And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.

2. How are you being SANCTIFIED?


GALATIANS 3:3-4 (ESV)

3

4

Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain—if
indeed it was in vain?


1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-11 (ESV)

9

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor
10
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
11
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.


EPHESIANS 5:25-27 (ESV)

25

26

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her
27
by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

3. Are you LED by the Holy Spirit or by your own ABILITY?

5

GALATIANS 3:5-6 (ESV)
6

Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by hearing with faith— just
as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”?



ROMANS 8:13-15 (ESV)

13

14

For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all
15
who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”


GALATIANS 5:16-25 (ESV)

16

17

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and
the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to
18
19
do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity,
20
21
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and
22
things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the
23
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is
24
25
no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us
also keep in step with the Spirit.

4. If we are to have the BLESSING of Abraham, we must have the FAITH of Abraham.


GALATIANS 3:7-9 (ESV)

7

8

Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles
9
by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of
faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
 ROMANS 4:1-5, 13-17 (ESV)
2
What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he
3
has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to
4
5
him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not
work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness...
13

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the
14
15
righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law
brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.
16

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the
17
adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made
you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

5. The Law brings CURSES not JUSTIFICATION, where Christ becomes the CURSE for us that
we might be JUSTIFIED.


GALATIANS 3:8-14 (ESV)

10

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things
11
written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous
12
13
shall live by faith.” But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the
14
curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— so that in Christ Jesus
the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.


ROMANS 3:19-20 (ESV)

19

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the
20
whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through
the law comes knowledge of sin.


ROMANS 8:28-30 (ESV)

28

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his
29
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the

2

30

firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified.

6. God’s PROMISE, like every word of God stands forever and does not CHANGE.


GALATIANS 3:15-18 (ESV)

15

To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one annuls it or adds to it once it has been
16
ratified. Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,” referring to many, but
17
referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not
18
annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void. For if the inheritance comes by the law, it no longer
comes by promise; but God gave it to Abraham by a promise.


MALACHI 3:6-12 (ESV)

6

7

“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the days of your fathers you have turned
aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall
8
we return?’ Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and
9
10
contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows
11
of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not
12
destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. Then all nations will call you
blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts.


GENESIS 3:14-15 (ESV)

14

The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field;
15
on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

7. If it’s all about receiving God’s promise by faith, then what is the PURPOSE of the Law?


GALATIANS 3:19-26 (ESV)

19

Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the promise had been made,
20
and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary. Now an intermediary implies more than one, but God is one.
21

Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had been given that could give life, then righteousness
22
would indeed be by the law. But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be
given to those who believe.
23

24

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the
25
law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer
26
under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.


ROMANS 3:21-31 (ESV)

21

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—
23
the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall
24
25
short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine
26
forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
22

27

28

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we
29
hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also?
30
31
Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. Do we then
overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law.

This is where the ethical/judicial principle comes into play.
3

The Law of God is the ethic to be applied.
 ETHICS (WEBSTER’S DICT., 1828 ed.)
The doctrines of morality or social manners; the science of moral philosophy, which teaches men their duty and the reasons of it. A
system of moral principles; a system of rules for regulating the actions and manners of men in society.

The Law of God points out sin and how we transgress the very nature and Word of God.
The Law of God points out our desperate need for justification and that we cannot pay the debt by any
work of the flesh.
But unless God by His Holy Spirit pricks the heart of man, the ethical knowledge of sin will not lead to
repentance or salvation.
The ethical principle is the Law of God. The proper application is the judicial principle.
Only the regenerated and repentant will be willing to apply the Law of God for they are led by the Holy
Spirit able to use proper discernment and because they are free in Christ, they are free to uphold the
Law.
This is why the Gospel is so important. Remember in Romans 1:16 which tells us that the Gospel “is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes…”
If all we preach is the Law of God, we are preaching only that which leads to death.
If we preach only the Law of God, we are preaching a works-based gospel which is not gospel at all for it
only leads to death.
But when we preach the Gospel, we preach not only the ethic that condemns us, but also the faith in
Christ Jesus that frees us from the curse.
This is the Law and faith working together.
The rest is up to God by the work of His Holy Spirit.
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