“The Gospel’s Goal”—Part 3

SEPTEMBER 21, 2014

LAST WEEK: The Gospel’s Goal is NOT to PLEASE men!
1. The goal of the Gospel is not that man LIKE Jesus or to make Him more PALATABLE.
2. The Gospel does not BELONG to MAN because it does not PROCEED from MAN!
3. REMEMBER, from what and where Christ CALLED you!
4. Therefore, when Christ makes this type of TRANSFORMATION in us we can’t help but TESTIFY, we don’t ask others
what we should do!
5. Paul is not REBELLIOUS, but also says it is GOOD to check our DOCTRINE.
6. At the same time, we must STAND FIRM in the truth and not allow ourselves to be MISLED into LEGALISM.
7. The most important thing we can take away from this passage of Scripture is that we are to FULFILL our
RESPONSIBILITY to the Gospel!

In light of this, there is a TIME for EVERYTHING:

o ECCLESIASTES 3:1-11 (ESV)

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:

24 time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; % a time to kill, and a time to heal; a

time to break down, and a time to build up; *a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; ®a time

to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; ®a time to seek,
and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to

speak; ° a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

* What gain has the worker from his toil? %) have seen the business that God has given to the children of man to be busy with. " He
has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has

done from the beginning to the end.

1. There is even a time to OPPOSE MEN.

o GALATIANS 2:11 (ESV)

 But when Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face...

e 2TIMOTHY 3:1-9 (ESV)

But understand this, thatin the last days there will come times of dlfficulty.zFor people will be lovers of self, lovers of
money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, * heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without
self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God, shaving the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. ®For among them are those who creep into
households and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7always learning and never able
to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men
corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. °But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of
those two men.

e LUKE 6:37-45 (ESV)

¥ “Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 3 give, and
it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure
you use it will be measured back to you.”

* He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above his
teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. “ Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do



not notice the log that is in your own eye? 2 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’
when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will
see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye.

* “For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, * for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are
not gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. * The good person out of the good treasure of his heart
produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

e 1 CORINTHIANS 6:1-3 (ESV)

When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? 20r do you
not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases?> Do
you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life!

2. Paul opposed Peter because his ACTIONS were CONDEMNING.

o GALATIANS 2:11 (ESV)
" But when Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.

e JOHN 3:16-21 (ESV)

% “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life. ¥ For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him. * Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed

in the name of the only Son of God.** And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness

rather than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the

light, lest his works should be exposed. ** But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his

works have been carried out in God.”

e 1 CORINTHIANS 5:13-18 (ESV)

3| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life. ™ And this
is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. ¥ And if we know that he hears
us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 8 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin

not leading to death, he shall ask, and God will give him life—to those who commit sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that

leads to death; | do not say that one should pray for that. 7 All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death. * We

know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the evil one

does not touch him.

e MATTHEW 18:15-17 (ESV)

5 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your

brother. ' But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. * If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.

e MATTHEW 5:21-26 (ESV)
# “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ Zpyt | say
to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council;

and whoever says, ‘You fool!” will be liable to the hell of fire. 2 5o if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that

your brother has something against you,* leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then

come and offer your gift. %% come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you
over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. % Truly, | say to you, you will never get out until you have paid
the last penny.

3. We oppose these believers because they are condemned in light of SCRIPTURE and by that
same SCRIPTURE.



e GALATIANS 2:11-14 (ESV)

Byt when Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 2 For before certain men came from

James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision

party. B And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. ¥ But

when | saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live

like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”

e 2TIMOTHY 3:16-17 (ESV)
a1l Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, Y that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

o ACTS 10:23-29 (ESV)

The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa accompanied him. * And on the following day
they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. % When Peter entered,
Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. % But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; | too am a man.” Z And
as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered. % And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is
for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that | should not call any person common or

unclean. *° So when | was sent for, | came without objection. | ask then why you sent for me.”

e MATTHEW 18:1-6 (ESV)

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling to him a child, he put
him in the midst of them * and said, “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. * Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. > “Whoever receives one such child in my
name receives me, ® but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great

millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

e MATTHEW 18:15-17 (ESV)

5 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your

brother. ** But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of
two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.

+ Please understand that Paul did not do wrong in opposing Peter publicly because Peter was sinning
publicly and causing others to join him in his sin.

4+ His actions were not in line with the truth of the Gospel

4+ His actions were not consistent with what he spoke in Acts 10-11

e GALATIANS 1:8-9 (ESV)

8But even if we oran angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be
accursed. ° As we have said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let
him be accursed.

4. It is therefore imperative that we remain CONSISTENT with GRACE and not return to a
form of IDOLATRY.

e GALATIANS 2:14-21 (ESV)
¥ But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a
Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?” > We ourselves are Jews by birth and

not Gentile sinners; 1 yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have

believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will

be [ustitied."But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly
not! * For if I rebuild what | tore down, | prove myself to be a transgressor. * For through the law | died to the law, so that | might live

to God. %I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer | who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live

3



by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 2| do not nullify the grace of God, for if righteousness were
through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.

e ROMANS 3:21-31 (ESV)

# But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—
Zthe righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: ? for all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God, ** and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, > whom God put
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins. % It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. % Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of
works? No, but by the law of faith. *® For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. *’ Or is God the God of
Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, # since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith
and the uncircumcised through faith. ** Do we then overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the
law.

e EPHESIANS 2:8-9 (ESV)
8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that
no one may boast.

e 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-14 (ESV)

For | do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, % and all ate the same spiritual food, * and all drank the same spiritual drink. For
they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. ° Nevertheless, with most of them God was not
pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

® Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. " Do not be idolaters as some of them

were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. ° We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were
destroyed by serpents, por grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. " Now these things happened to

them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 2 Therefore let anyone
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. ** No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful,
and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may
be able to endure it. ** Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.

e EXODUS 20:1-4 (ESV)
And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery. % “vou shall have no other gods before me. * “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that

is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. ® You shall not bow down to them or serve
them, for | the LORD your God am a _jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me, ®put showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

4+ We all need to be reminded to be careful.

4+ We are not to call men or even our children to “goodness” or self-righteousness, but to holiness as Christ
is holy and to righteousness bearing the fruit of the Holy Spirit.

4+ For when we seek our own “goodness: we or worshipping an idol of ourselves or for our children we are
setting up an ideal of what we consider good and that is a graven image...outright idolatry.

+ Let us be reminded that the fruit of the Spirit belongs to those who are saved and given by the Holy
Spirit. It is not something we or our children or anyone else can conjure up. The presence of this fruit
and is evident to all those around.

+ If we or anyone is doing this, they need to be called out and opposed...privately or publicly depending
on the circumstance. For this is necessary for the Church to be taken seriously in this world.



