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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Gospel’s Goal is NOT to PLEASE men!


GALATIANS 1:10 (ESV)

10

For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not
be a servant of Christ.

1. The goal of the Gospel is not that man LIKE Jesus or to make Him more PALATABLE.


JOHN 18:33-38 (ESV)

33

34

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do
35
you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the
36
chief priests have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If my
kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is
37
not from the world.” Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was
born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my
38
voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”


ACTS 3:11-26 (ESV

11

12

While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran together to them in the portico called Solomon's. And
when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our
13
own power or piety we have made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release
14
15
him. But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the Author of
16
life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong
whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.
17

18

“And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. But what God foretold by the mouth of all the
19
20
prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that
21
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, whom
heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long
22
ago. Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he
23
24
tells you. And it shall be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ And all the
25
prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. You are the sons of the
prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the
26
earth be blessed.’ God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your
wickedness.”

2. The Gospel does not BELONG to MAN because it does not PROCEED from MAN!


GALATIANS 1:11-12 (ESV)

11

For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel.
any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

6

12

For I did not receive it from

GALATIANS 1:6-9 (ESV)

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—
7
8
not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an
9
angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said
before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.



ROMANS 1:16-17 (ESV)

16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
17
to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

3. REMEMBER, from what and where Christ CALLED you!


GALATIANS 1:13-16 (ESV)

13

14

For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. And I was
advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my
15
16
fathers. But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son
to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles…


PHILIPPIANS 3:3-11 (ESV)

3

4

For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— though I
myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have
5
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a
6
7
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. But whatever gain I had, I counted as
8
loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
9
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God
10
that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in
11
his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
 ACTS 7:51-8:1 (ESV)
51
[STEPHEN SPEAKING] “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers
52
did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming
53
of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not
keep it.”
54

55

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed
56
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened,
57
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed
58
together at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a
59
60
young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.
And Saul approved of his execution.


ISAIAH 64:6-7 (ESV)

6

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our
7
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you
have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.


LEVITICUS 15:31 (ESV)

31

“Thus you shall keep the people of Israel separate from their uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness by defiling my
tabernacle that is in their midst.”

9

ROMANS 5:9-11 (ESV)
10

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while
we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved
11
by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received reconciliation.

4. Therefore, when Christ makes this type of TRANSFORMATION in us we can’t help but
TESTIFY, we don’t ask others what we should do!
2



GALATIANS 1:15-24 (ESV)

15

16

But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in
17
order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those
18
who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to
19
Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's
20
21
22
brother. (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!) Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. And I was still
23
unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now
24
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” And they glorified God because of me.


2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-20 (ESV)

17

18

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from
19
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
20
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God.


ACTS 4:18-20 (ESV)

18

19

So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered
20
them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of
what we have seen and heard.”


MATTHEW 28:18-20 (ESV)

18

19

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples
20
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”


MATTHEW 13:18-23 (ESV)

18

19

“Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one
20
comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky
21
ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a
22
while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves
23
unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

5. Paul is not REBELLIOUS, but also says it is GOOD to check our DOCTRINE.
 GALATIANS 2:1-2 (ESV)
2
Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. I went up because of a revelation
and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order
to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.

17



PROVERBS 27:17 (ESV)
Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.

HEBREWS 10:23-25 (ESV)

23

24

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up
25
one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all
the more as you see the Day drawing near.

11

EPHESIANS 4:11-14 (ESV)
12

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry,
13
for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature

3

14

manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the
waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.

6. At the same time, we must STAND FIRM in the truth and not allow ourselves to be MISLED
into LEGALISM.


GALATIANS 2:3-5 (ESV)

3

4

But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. Yet because of false brothers secretly
5
brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— to them
we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.


ROMANS 2:28-29 (ESV)

25

26

For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. So,
27
if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? Then he who
is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the
28
29
law. For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly,
and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.

7. The most important thing we can take away from this passage of Scripture is that we are
to FULFILL our RESPONSIBILITY to the Gospel!


GALATIANS 2:6-10 (ESV)

6

And from those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, I say,
7
who seemed influential added nothing to me. On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the
8
uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised (for he who worked through Peter for his
9
apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), and when James and Cephas and John, who
seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we
10
should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.


JOHN 10:14-16 (ESV)

14

15

I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay
16
down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd.


1 PETER 2:9-10 (ESV)

9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies
10
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
 EPHESIANS 4:1-6 (ESV)
2
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with
3
all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
4
5
peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one
6
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
 1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-15 (ESV)
2
But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid
3
food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and
4
strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I
follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?
5

6

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos
7
watered, but God gave the growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the
8
9
growth. He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. For we are God's fellow

4

10

workers. You are God's field, God's building. According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid
11
a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation
12
other than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
13
hay, straw— each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will
14
test what sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a
15
reward. If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire.
 2 TIMOTHY 4:1-5 (ESV)
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his
2
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and
3
teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for
4
5
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

5

