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As CHILDREN and HEIRS of God in Christ Jesus,
we have reason to REJOICE! (8:16-25)
1. Remember, we are DEBTORS to Christ.


ROMANS 8:12-15 (ESV)

12

13

So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you will die,
14
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of
15
God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom
we cry, “Abba! Father!”


ROMANS 6:16-18 (ESV)

16

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of
17
sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of
18
sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from
sin, have become slaves of righteousness.

2. Receiving the INHERITANCE that comes to us in Christ Jesus involves sharing in His
SUFFERING, the PATHWAY to sharing in His GLORY.


2 CORINTHIANS 4:16-18 (ESV)

16

17

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light
18
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are
seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.


JOHN 15:19-21 (ESV)

19

If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the
20
world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they
21
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all these things they will do to
you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.

3. The glory that we discuss here is not in the MOMENT, but is being REVEALED more and
more as the SONS of GOD are revealed in their new NATURE.


GALATIANS 3:25-29 (ESV)

25

26

27

But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as
28
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is
29
no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to
promise.

4. For this reason alone we should ABANDON pessimism and take an optimistic view of
FUTURE and eschatological EVENTS.

19

ROMANS 8:19-24 (ESV)
20

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not
21
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and
22
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the

23

pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as
24
we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved…



GENESIS 3:17-19 (ESV)

17

And to Adam he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you,
18
‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it
19
shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the
ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

5. Therefore, the answer to SUFFERING is to diligently PREACH the GOSPEL.
 2 TIMOTHY 4:1-5 (ESV)
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his
2
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and
3
teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for
4
5
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. As for
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.


ROMANS 1:16-17 (ESV)

16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
17
to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

We are not ALONE in these STRUGGLES, so
we need to start acting like it! (8:26-27)
1. We have the promised HOLY SPIRIT.


EPHESIANS 1:11-14 (ESV)

11

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according
12
13
to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when
14
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

2. The Holy Spirit will always GUIDE us in TRUTH.


JOHN 16:7-15 (ESV)

7

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you.
8
But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and
9
10
judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will
11
see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.
12

13

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all
the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that
14
15
are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said
that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

3. Therefore, we cannot HOLD BACK.

37

HEBREWS 10:37-39 (ESV)
38

For, “Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay; but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks
39
back, my soul has no pleasure in him.” But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and
preserve their souls.

2

Our CALLING in Christ Jesus is SURE! (8:28-30)
1. The PROMISE found here is only for those who LOVE God.


JOHN 14:15 (ESV)

15



“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”

1 JOHN 4:10-12 (ESV)

10

11

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God
12
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us.

2. Our SALVATION and our CALLING are initiated by God.

6

JOHN 14:6 (ESV)
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”



JOHN 6:43-44, 64-65 (ESV)

43

Jesus answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves.
And I will raise him up on the last day…

44

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.

64

“But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who
65
it was who would betray him.) And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the
Father.”

3. Our salvation and calling are by His SOVEREIGN WILL.


MALACHI 1:2-5 (ESV)

2

“I have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob's brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet I
3
4
have loved Jacob but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his heritage to jackals of the desert.” If Edom
says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild the ruins,” the LORD of hosts says, “They may build, but I will tear down, and they will be
5
called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with whom the LORD is angry forever.’” Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say,
“Great is the LORD beyond the border of Israel!”


ROMANS 9:10-18 (ESV)

10

11

And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born
and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because
12
13
of him who calls— she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”
14

15

What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have
16
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who
17
has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and
18
that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he
wills.

4. Our salvation and calling are for His PURPOSE, making it also our PURPOSE.


1 PETER 2:9 (ESV)

9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

We cannot LOSE, we have the VICTORY! (8:31-39)
1. Even in the midst of suffering and persecution, we have WON because our JUDGE is not of
this WORLD!
3



HEBREWS 13:13-14 (ESV)

13

Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured.
city that is to come.


14

For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the

1 PETER 2:11-12 (ESV)

11

12

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. Keep
your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and
glorify God on the day of visitation.

2. We are MORE THAN conquerors!


1 CORINTHIANS 15:50-58 (ESV)

50

I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the
51
52
imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
53
eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this
54
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.”
56

55

“O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
57

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
58
Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the
Lord your labor is not in vain.

3. NOTHING can SEPARATE us from this victorious LOVE!

38

ROMANS 8:38-39 (ESV)

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

39

nor height nor

4

