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LAST TIME WE ENDED OUR SERIES IN ROMANS:
Then why do we still sin and what are we to do? (7:15-25)
1. Notice that Paul does not CONDONE his sin.
2. Notice that Paul is CONFLICTED by his sin.
3. Notice that Paul is CONVICTED by his sin.
4. Notice that Paul is CONDEMNED by his sin.
5. Notice that Paul is CONVINCED and CELEBRATES that only Christ can set him free from his sin.

Those who are in Christ are no longer condemned! (8:1-11)
1. NOTHING but CONDEMNATION awaits those who are not in Christ.


JOHN 3:16-18 (ESV)

16

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
17
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
18
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed
in the name of the only Son of God.”


HEBREWS 9:27-28 (ESV)

27

28

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the
sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

2. We must remember that although we are SINFUL, it is the WORK of God by His Holy Spirit
that we are ACCEPTED and SECURE in Christ.


JOHN 1:12-13 (ESV)

12

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.


who were born, not of

ROMANS 3:10-12 (ESV)

10

11

“…None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.
worthless; no one does good, not even one.”


13

12

All have turned aside; together they have become

ISAIAH 64:6-7 (ESV)

6

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our
7
iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you
have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.


PHILIPPIANS 3:4-9 (ESV)

4

though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have
5
more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a
6
7
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. But whatever gain I had, I counted as
8
loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For
9
his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ…

The operative work of the Spirit frees us from the operative work sin.

3. Jesus came in the “LIKENESS” of SINFUL MAN, for God has done what the LAW is
incapable of doing.


HEBREWS 4:14-16 (ESV)

14

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
15
confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has
16
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.

Jesus came into a frail and fallen world, with temptation and pressure to sin right from the beginning,
yet was without sin.
 MATTHEW 4:1-11 (ESV)
2
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights,
3
he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of
4
bread.” But he answered, “It is written “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
5

6

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you
strike your foot against a stone.’”
7

8

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high
9
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall
10
down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him
only shall you serve.’”
11

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.

4. Christ PAID the DEBT so that we might not be condemned.


ROMANS 5:15-17 (ESV)

15

But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the
16
free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin.
For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses
17
brought justification. For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive
the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

5. Therefore, those who are IN Christ, set their MINDS on CHRIST and not the FLESH.


ROMANS 8:5-8 (ESV)

5

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their
6
7
minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the
8
mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

6. If our minds are set on the flesh, we are HOSTILE to God, we do not and cannot SUBMIT
to God’s Law-Word and we cannot PLEASE God.
 EKH'THRAH (STRONG’S GREEK DICT.)
hostility; by implication a reason for opposition: - enmity, hatred.

6

ROMANS 5:6-10 (ESV)
7

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though
8
perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died

2

9

10

for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For
if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be
saved by his life.


HEBREWS 11:6 (ESV)

6

And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who seek him.

7. Therefore if we are to be IN Christ, it is by the WORK of GOD ALONE.
 JOHN 15:1-17 (ESV)
2
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch
3
that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to
4
you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
5
in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you
6
can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown
7
8
into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this
9
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.
10
Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and
11
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
12

13

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay
14
15
down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made
16
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
17
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will
love one another.

A branch cannot attach itself to the vine. It must be either born into the vine or grafted in by the
vinedresser. It can only be cut off or pruned by the vinedresser.
Apart from the nourishing sap of the vine, a branch can do nothing and has no potential to bear fruit.


EPHESIANS 1:3-14 (ESV)

3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
4
5
places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he
6
predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with
7
which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according
8
9
to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his
10
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in
heaven and things on earth.
11

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according
12
13
to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when
14
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

16

GALATIANS 5:16-24 (ESV)
17

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and
the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to
18
19
do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity,
20
21
sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and
22
things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the
23
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is
24
no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

3



JOHN 3:7-12 (ESV)

7

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned
8
9
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have
10
Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the
11
root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with
water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize
12
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”



JOHN 10:24-30 (ESV)

24

So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us
25
plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about
26
27
me, but you do not believe because you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow
28
29
me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given
30
them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. I and the Father are one.”

If we are IN Christ, we are therefore INDEBTED to GOD
and not our SINFUL FLESH. (8:12-17)
1. We are YOKED with Christ not sin.


ROMANS 6:17-19 (ESV)

17

But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to
18
19
which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human
terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness
leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.

2. We are not children of the DEVIL, but children of GOD and HEIRS of all He has.

14

ROMANS 8:14-17 (ESV)
15

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
16
have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
17
we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ…

3. The INHERITANCE is not to be SQUANDERED.


REMEMBER THE PRODIGAL SON OF LUKE 15:11-32 (ESV)

4

