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The DANGER of not properly understanding the GRACE of God
regarding SALVATION and His RIGHTEOUS judgment begets most of the
problems with American Christianity today! (vs. 17-18)
1. People do not KNOW what God’s Word commands.
HOSEA 4:1-6 (ESV)
Hear the word of the LORD, O children of Israel, for the LORD has a controversy with the inhabitants of the land. There is no
2
faithfulness or steadfast love, and no knowledge of God in the land; there is swearing, lying, murder, stealing, and committing
3
adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. Therefore the land mourns, and all who dwell in it languish, and
also the beasts of the field and the birds of the heavens, and even the fish of the sea are taken away.
4

5

Yet let no one contend, and let none accuse, for with you is my contention, O priest. You shall stumble by day; the prophet also
6
shall stumble with you by night; and I will destroy your mother. My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because you have
rejected knowledge, I reject you from being a priest to me. And since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your
children.

2. People do not TEACH AND PREACH what God’s Word commands.
ACTS 20:26-28 (ESV)
26

27

Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole
28
counsel of God. Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for
the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.

2 TIMOTHY 2:15 (ESV)
15

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of
truth.

2 TIMOTHY 3:16-17 (ESV)
16

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
17
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

2 TIMOTHY 4:1-4 (ESV)
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his
2
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and
3
teaching. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for
4
themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.

3. People do not DO what God’s Word commands.
ROMANS 1:28-32 (ESV)
28

29

And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. They
were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness.
30
31
They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless,
32
heartless, ruthless. Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do
them but give approval to those who practice them.

4. People do not WANT ACCOUNTABILITY regarding God’s commands.

ROMANS 14:10-12 (ESV)
10

Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment
11
seat of God; for it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”
12

So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

1 SAMUEL 15:22-23 (ESV)
22

And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to
23
obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has also rejected you from being king.”

5. Therefore churches are full of WOLVES and GOATS.
MATTHEW 7:15-20 (ESV)
15

16

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by
17
their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased
18
19
tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear
20
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.

MATTHEW 25:31-46 (ESV)
31

32

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be
33
gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he
34
will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed
35
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I
36
was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and
37
you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
38
39
and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And
40
when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the
least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
41

42

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I
43
was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
44
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
45
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying,
46
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

MATTHEW 7:21-23 (ESV)
21

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in
22
heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and
23
do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of
lawlessness.’”

Therefore the Church must be MINDFUL, lest they FALL! (vs. 19-24)
1 CORINTHIANS 10:12-13 (ESV)
12

13

Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of
escape, that you may be able to endure it.

1. Are we leading others to a true KNOWLEDGE of CHRIST or IMPRESSING them with
OURSELVES.
2

READ MATTHEW 23:1-36 (ESV)
2

3

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, so do and observe whatever
4
they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them
5
on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger. They do all their deeds to be seen by
6
others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in
7
8
the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have
9
10
one teacher, and you are all brothers. And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. Neither be
11
12
called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. The greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself
will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.
13

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in people's faces. For you neither enter
15
yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and
land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.
16

“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of the temple,
17
18
he is bound by his oath.’ You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? And you say,
19
‘If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind
20
men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? So whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by
21
22
everything on it. And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and by him who dwells in it. And whoever swears by heaven
swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it.
23

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of
24
the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. You blind guides,
straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel!
25

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed
26
and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean.
27

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within
28
are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of
hypocrisy and lawlessness.
29

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments of the
30
righteous, saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the
31
32
prophets.’ Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure
33
34
of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? Therefore I send you prophets
and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from
35
town to town, so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood
36
of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all these things
will come upon this generation.

2. These FALSE SHEPHERDS will be REVEALED.
They STEAL from that which belongs to God.
 EZEKIEL 34:1-10 (ESV)
2
The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the
shepherds, Thus says the Lord GOD: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the
3
4
sheep? You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. The weak
you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought
5
back, the lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled them. So they were scattered, because there was
6
no shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered; they wandered over all the mountains and on
every high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with none to search or seek for them.

3

7

8

“Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: As I live, declares the Lord GOD, surely because my sheep have become a
prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not
9
searched for my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep, therefore, you shepherds, hear the word
10
of the LORD: Thus says the Lord GOD, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to
their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may not
be food for them.

They commit ADULTERY or ADULTERATE the message of Christ, rather than preaching the
GOSPEL.


MATTHEW 12:38-41 (ESV)

38

39

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” But he answered
them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet
40
Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and
41
three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.


ROMANS 1:16 (ESV)

16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek.


ROMANS 10:14-15 (ESV)

14

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never
15
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”

They IDOLIZE the CULTURE instead of TRANSFORMING it.


2 CORINTHIANS 6:14-18 (ESV)

14

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light
15
16
with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement
has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said,
17

“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore go out
18
from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and I will be a
father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.”


JAMES 4:4-10 (ESV)

4

You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend
5
of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over
6
the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to
7
8
the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw
9
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let
10
your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

3. The Word of Christ is PROFANED because of these false teachers and CHURCHES.

16

EZEKIEL 36:16-38 (ESV)
17

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their own land, they defiled it by their ways and
18
their deeds. Their ways before me were like the uncleanness of a woman in her menstrual impurity. So I poured out my wrath upon
19
them for the blood that they had shed in the land, for the idols with which they had defiled it. I scattered them among the nations,
20
and they were dispersed through the countries. In accordance with their ways and their deeds I judged them. But when they came
to the nations, wherever they came, they profaned my holy name, in that people said of them, ‘These are the people of the LORD, and

4

yet they had to go out of his land.’
to which they came.

21

But I had concern for my holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations

22

“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but
23
for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. And I will vindicate the holiness of
my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know
that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.

4. The Lord will hold these false teachers and preachers ACCOUNTABLE.
 JEREMIAH 23:1-4 (ESV)
2
“Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” declares the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God
of Israel, concerning the shepherds who care for my people: “You have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you have
3
not attended to them. Behold, I will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the LORD. Then I will gather the remnant of my
flock out of all the countries where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and
4
multiply. I will set shepherds over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall any be
missing, declares the LORD.

5. The thing that should leave us in HOLY FEAR is:
That the Lord calls us His PEOPLE and His PRIESTS.


1 PETER 2:9 (ESV)

9

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

That the Lord says we are a LIGHT to the WORLD.


MATTHEW 5:14-16 (ESV)

14

15

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on
16
a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

That the Lord calls us to TEACH our CHILDREN.


DEUTERONOMY 6:4-9 (ESV)

4

5

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
6
7
with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when yo u
8
9
rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.”

That the Lord commands us to MAKE DISCIPLES and teach them to OBEY His
COMMANDS.

18

MATTHEW 28:18-20 (ESV)
19

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples
20
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

 This is why judgment is all about perspective. We all are accountable to God for what we
do and do not teach…not just “those churches” or “those pastors”!
 This is why God’s judgment is just and necessary for us to hold a proper perspective daily.
5

