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 HERMENEUTICS (WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY, 1828 ed.) 

The art of finding the meaning of an author's words and phrases, and of explaining it to others. 
 

When we talk about Biblical hermeneutics we are discussing location, 

essence, genre, audience, context and years. Without a proper hermeneutic, 

many go astray with Scripture and in particular, with the book of Romans. 
 

1. Location: 
Paul is writing from CORINTH before he visits the Church at Rome. 
 

2. Essence: 
Paul brings together all the Bible’s greatest themes…sin, law, judgment, human destiny, faith, works, grace, justification, 

sanctification, election, the plan of salvation, the work of Christ and of the Spirit, the Christian hope, the nature and life of the 

Church, the place of Jew and non-Jew in the purposes of God, the philosophy of Church and world history, the meaning and message 

of the Old Testament, the duties of Christian citizenship, and the principle of personal godliness and morality. 
 

3. Genre: 
Genre is the type of literature; i.e., poetry, history, paradoxical and apocalyptic language, etc. This letter of Paul contains several 

genres within and must be taken in context of the whole. 
 

4. Audience: 
The audience refers to who or whom the specific writing was meant for. In this case, the letter is written to the Church at Rome. This 

is a church of multiplicity: culturally, ethnically and socio-economically. This church was comprised of Jews and Gentiles from all 

walks of life. 
 

5. Context: 
Paul was writing the Romans shortly before his visit to Jerusalem with the gift from the Gentile congregations. Paul believed his 

ministry to be at a turning point when Romans was written. He believed he had fulfilled his ministry in the eastern Mediterranean 

and that the time was ripe to move west and evangelize Spain. He hoped the Roman church would join him in this ministry. 
 

6. Years: 
Paul wrote this letter sometime between A.D. 54 and A.D. 57. 

 

Paul declares that he is set apart by God! 
 

 APHORÍZŌ (THAYER’S GREEK DICTIONARY) 

To mark off from others by boundaries, to limit, to separate; in a bad sense: to exclude as disreputable; in a good sense: to appoint, 

set apart for some purpose 
 

1. Paul, like us, is SET APART. 
 

 1 PETER 2:9-10 (ESV) 
9 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies 

of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
10 

Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 

you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

2. Paul, like us, was set apart for a particular purpose…the GOSPEL. 
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 GOSPEL (WEBSTER’S DICT., 1828 ed.) 

The history of the birth, life, actions, death, resurrection, ascension and doctrines of Jesus Christ; or a revelation of the grace of God 

to fallen man through a mediator, including the character, actions, and doctrines of Christ, with the whole scheme of salvation, as 

revealed by Christ and his apostles. 
 

 ROMANS 10:9-17 (ESV) 

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 
9 

because, if you confess with 

your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 

For with the heart one 

believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 
11 

For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will 

not be put to shame.” 
12 

For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all 

who call on him. 
13 

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 

14 
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never 

heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
15 

And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
16 

But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah 

says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 
17 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 

 1 CORINTHIANS 1:17-25 (ESV) 
17 

For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power. 
18 

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 
19 

For it is written, 
 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
 

20 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 

world? 
21 

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 

preachto save those who believe. 
22 

For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23 

but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 

block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 
24 

but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 
25 

For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
 

3. Paul, like us, was set apart to bring OBEDIENCE of the faith to ALL NATIONS. 
 

 MATTHEW 28:18-20 (ESV) 
18 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 

Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 

teaching them to observe all that I 

have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

 2 CORINTHIANS 10:3-5 (ESV) 
3 

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 
4 

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh 

but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 
5 

We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, 

and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 
6 

being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete. 
 

Paul declares that this letter is for those in Rome who are CALLED! 
 

 KLĒTÓS (THAYER’S GREEK DICTIONARY) 

Called, invited (to a banquet); invited (by God in the proclamation of the Gospel) to obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom through 

Christ; called to (the discharge of) some office; divinely selected and appointed 
 

1. Those who are called to BELONG to Jesus Christ. 
 

 ROMANS 8:14-17 (ESV) 
14 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
15 

For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16 

The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that 

we are children of God, 
17 

and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 

that we may also be glorified with him. 
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 JOHN 3:16-21 (ESV) 
16 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 
17 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 
18 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 

in the name of the only Son of God. 
19 

And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness 

rather than the light because their works were evil. 
20 

For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 

light, lest his works should be exposed. 
21 

But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 

works have been carried out in God.” 
 

 JOHN 6:35-65 (ESV) 
35 

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 

thirst. 
36 

But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 
37 

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 

comes to me I will never cast out. 
38 

For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent 

me. 
39 

And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last 

day. 
40 

For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will 

raise him up on the last day.”  
 

41 
So the Jews grumbled about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 

42 
They said, “Is not this 

Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 
43 

Jesus 

answered them, “Do not grumble among yourselves. 
44 

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will 

raise him up on the last day. 
45 

It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned 

from the Father comes to me— 
46 

not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father. 
47 

Truly, 

truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. 
48 

I am the bread of life. 
49 

Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they 

died. 
50 

This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 
51 

I am the living bread that came down 

from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 

52 
The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 

53 
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 
54 

Whoever feeds on my flesh 

and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 
55 

For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true 

drink. 
56 

Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 
57 

As the living Father sent me, and I live because 

of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 
58 

This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the 

bread the fathers ate, and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 
59 

Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he 

taught at Capernaum. 
 

60 
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 

61 
But Jesus, knowing in himself that his 

disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 
62 

Then what if you were to see the Son of Man 

ascending to where he was before? 
63 

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are 

spirit and life. 
64 

But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not 

believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 
65 

And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 

him by the Father.” 
 

 JOHN 14:6 (ESV) 
6 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
 

 HELKÝŌ (THAYER’S GREEK DICTIONARY) 

To drag, to drag off or to haul 
 

 DÍDŌMI (THAYER’S GREEK DICTIONARY) 

A gift bestowed upon someone; something granted 
 

2. Those who are LOVED by God and called to be SAINTS. 
 

 ROMANS 9:9-18 (ESV) 
9 

For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
10 

And not only so, but also 

when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, 
11 

though they were not yet born and had done nothing 
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either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls—

 
12 

she was told, “The older will serve the younger.”
13 

As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 
 

14 
What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 

15 
For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 

mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 
16 

So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who 

has mercy. 
17 

For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and 

that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”
18 

So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he 

wills. 
 

 1 JOHN 4:7-12 (ESV) 
7 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 

Anyone who does 

not love does not know God, because God is love.
9 

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 

into the world, so that we might live through him. 
10 

In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 

to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11 

Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
12 

No one has ever seen God; if we 

love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 

 1 CORINTHIANS 1:2 (ESV) 
2 

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every 

place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours… 
 

 EPHESIANS 1:15-23 (ESV) 
15 

For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
16 

I do not cease to give 

thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,
17 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of 

wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
18 

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope 

to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
19 

and what is the immeasurable greatness of 

his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 
20 

that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21 

far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 

every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
22 

And he put all things under his feet and gave him 

as head over all things to the church, 
23 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

 

Hopefully we at least know who wrote this letter, who they are, and who the 

letter was addressed to and the importance of knowing this information. 

These specific details will aide us in the many weeks to come. 
 

 


